
Issued: 26 February 2016 

aucklandairport.co.nz 

 
This monthly traffic update from Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) is generated with assistance and data from Statistics New Zealand, the New Zealand Customs Service, Airways New Zealand, Immigration New Zealand and AIAL. 
International and Domestic passenger movements are actual. This document is intended for information purposes. It should not be considered a recommendation, offer or invitation to purchase securities. All reasonable steps have been 

taken to ensure that the information is true and accurate at the time of publication. * Total international passengers including transits. **Estimation using best available data. ***Maximum Certificated Take-Off Weight (MCTOW) forms the basis 

of determining airfield charges at Auckland Airport.  

January 2016 Monthly traffic update 
 

 

9.3% In January 2016, Auckland Airport’s 893,314 
international passengers (excluding transit 
passengers) were the highest ever for a single 
month, more than 43,000 higher than the 
previous record set in December 2015, and 9.3% 
higher than in January 2015.  The January 2016
result was driven by higher visitor arrivals over 
summer led by a 9.8% capacity expansion across
international routes. 
 

 

47.3%  Visitor arrivals from China were up 47.3% in January 
2016. This growth was driven by the five direct 
services every day between China and Auckland,
including from Beijing on Air China and from 
Shanghai on China Eastern Airlines. China Eastern’s 
daily services are up from an average of five services 
per week in January 2015.  Auckland Airport had six 
charter services in January 2016, two from Shanghai 
operated by China Eastern in the lead up to the 
Chinese New Year holiday, and four from Seoul on
operated by Korean Air – which were in addition to 
Korean Air’s daily scheduled B747 service.   
 

32,940 
A new daily passenger record was achieved on 
Sunday 10 January 2016 with 32,940 
international passengers travelling through the 
international terminal. In January 2016, Auckland 
Airport’s international passengers averaged 
28,800 per day, an average increase of 2,400 per 
day on January 2015.  

12.2% United States of America visitor arrivals were up 
12.2% in January 2016.  This increase follows the 
commencement of Air New Zealand’s five services 
per week to Houston, which has opened up the East 
Coast for one-stop travel to New Zealand. Visitor 
arrivals from the United Kingdom also grew in 
January 2016 (up 8.2%). New Zealand’s summer 
months are the most popular time for UK holiday 
visits, with 60% of visitors arriving between December 
and March. 
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AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

International arrivals (excl. Transits) 458,986 419,339 9.5% 2,668,506 2,473,978 7.9% 4,272,277 3,961,424 7.8%

International departures (excl. Transits) 434,328 398,120 9.1% 2,505,251 2,335,668 7.3% 4,216,269 3,927,933 7.3%

Total international (excl. Transits) 893,314 817,459 9.3% 5,173,757 4,809,646 7.6% 8,488,546 7,889,357 7.6%

Transit movements 57,438 45,900 25.1% 332,680 309,370 7.5% 517,066 488,274 5.9%

Total international passengers * 950,752 863,359 10.1% 5,506,437 5,119,016 7.6% 9,005,612 8,377,631 7.5%

Total domestic passengers ** 618,335 560,472 10.3% 4,468,667 4,185,226 6.8% 7,482,036 7,039,805 6.3%

Top 10 arrivals by country of last residence

New Zealand 207,570 195,308 6.3% 1,246,210 1,178,450 5.7% 1,938,600 1,836,640 5.6%

Australia 73,169 74,638 -2.0% 486,307 469,389 3.6% 793,268 769,293 3.1%

China, People's Republic of 36,357 24,680 47.3% 195,335 147,124 32.8% 340,646 246,524 38.2%

United States of America 22,039 19,636 12.2% 110,593 101,590 8.9% 195,260 177,524 10.0%

United Kingdom 27,302 25,233 8.2% 104,270 99,164 5.1% 166,651 160,733 3.7%

Japan 7,969 5,423 46.9% 50,815 43,948 15.6% 79,165 69,635 13.7%

Germany 9,050 7,904 14.5% 44,427 40,312 10.2% 65,436 60,322 8.5%

Korea, Republic of 10,238 7,811 31.1% 35,007 29,578 18.4% 52,768 45,567 15.8%

Canada 6,287 5,875 7.0% 27,755 25,379 9.4% 47,076 43,658 7.8%

India 3,472 3,538 -1.9% 26,768 23,751 12.7% 48,772 40,937 19.1%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 4,643 4,308 7.8% 28,985 27,986 3.6% 47,691 46,572 2.4%

Domestic aircraft movements 8,494 8,437 0.7% 61,845 61,640 0.3% 104,469 104,443 0.0%

Total aircraft movements 13,137 12,745 3.1% 90,830 89,626 1.3% 152,160 151,015 0.8%

MCTOW (tonnes) ***

International MCTOW 472,233 435,910 8.3% 2,836,044 2,717,601 4.4% 4,674,494 4,482,035 4.3%

Domestic MCTOW 158,344 149,150 6.2% 1,174,493 1,104,705 6.3% 1,960,551 1,874,171 4.6%

Total MCTOW 630,577 585,059 7.8% 4,010,537 3,822,306 4.9% 6,635,045 6,356,206 4.4%
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QUEENSTOWN AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

Total international passengers 45,234 37,641 20.2% 310,199 259,072 19.7% 449,054 360,555 24.5%

Total domestic passengers 118,549 99,869 18.7% 684,144 598,230 14.4% 1,086,627 975,124 11.4%

Aircraft Movements

International aircraft movements 342 301 13.6% 2,402 2,103 14.2% 3,443 2,890 19.1%

Domestic aircraft movements 968 877 10.4% 6,031 5,379 12.1% 9,486 8,738 8.6%

Total aircraft movements 1,310 1,178 11.2% 8,433 7,482 12.7% 12,929 11,628 11.2%

CAIRNS  AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

International Passenger movements (excl. 

Transits) 54,469 45,719 19.1% 368,576 307,858 19.7% 575,963 487,961 18.0%

Transit movements 17,399 9,239 88.3% 74,757 56,939 31.3% 119,321 99,086 20.4%

Total international passengers 71,868 54,958 30.8% 443,333 364,797 21.5% 695,284 587,047 18.4%

Total domestic passengers 358,495 330,702 8.4% 2,601,286 2,495,340 4.2% 4,147,190 3,976,532 4.3%

Aircraft Movements 

International aircraft movements 636 541 17.6% 4,047 3,776 7.2% 6,693 6,466 3.5%

Domestic aircraft movements 3,427 3,223 6.3% 24,094 23,203 3.8% 39,349 38,397 2.5%

Total aircraft movements 4,063 3,764 7.9% 28,141 26,979 4.3% 46,042 44,863 2.6%

MACKAY  AIRPORT

Passenger Movements

Domestic passengers 59,387 70,462 -15.7% 496,799 564,964 -12.1% 857,258 946,389 -9.4%

Transit movements 1,655 4,746 -65.1% 20,200 42,724 -52.7% 41,613 71,731 -42.0%

Total domestic passengers 61,042 75,208 -18.8% 516,999 607,688 -14.9% 898,871 1,018,120 -11.7%

Aircraft Movements

Domestic aircraft movements 888 1,096 -19.0% 6,517 7,919 -17.7% 11,607 13,145 -11.7%


